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Rod Wood:  Keep Up the Good Work! 

By Margaret Lanzendorf Kramer (’68) 

    During the 5:30 p.m. newscast on WSYR NewsChannel 9 (October 22, 2013), congratulations 

were offered to anchorman Rod Wood for his 50 years in broadcasting. Many sent congratulations, 

including ESPN’s Mike Tirico, who started his career at WTVH (Syracuse). Mike joked that Wood 

owes his longevity “because you sit next to Carrie Lazarus all the time”. Others sending congratula-

tory greetings included Deborah Kostroun , the syndicated host  of “Bloomberg After the Bell”, Miss 

America Nina Davuluri of Fayetteville, Thea Andrews from “OMG! Insider”, “Entertainment Tonight” 

host Nancy O’Dell, ABC’s 20/20 host David Muir and John Walsh, host of ”America’s Most Wanted”. 

    Behind the news desk set were dozens of guests including Rod Wood’s family, children and 

grandchildren, friends, several city of Syracuse and Onondaga County officials, and some past and 

present News Channel 9 employees (including Mike Price).  Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner pre-

sented Wood with a proclamation signed by the Mayor and Onondaga County Executive Joanie Ma-

honey, naming the day “Rod Wood Day” throughout the city and county.  Syracuse University’s 

marching band played SU’s theme song (wearing “50 years of Ron Wood“ T-shirts) and SU’s cheer-

leading squad held up the letters “R-O-D”.  After cutting a celebratory cake, Rod was given the rest 

of the night off to go out to dinner with family.      Cont. on page 3 
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The Nottingham Connection: a newsletter to connect Nottingham alumni  to their alma mater 

through articles about past, current and future events and students.  The articles in The Notting-

ham Connection reflect the views of individuals or those of the editors. 

 

Send queries to: The Nottingham Connection, 3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 

13224;  or  nottalum@hotmail.com;  http://nottingham-connection.org  

http://www.facebook.com/nottalum 

Nottingham Connection Editorial Board: Adam Felleman, Paul Harvey, Aaron Knight, Mar-

lene Konsens, Peg Kramer, Iris Maxon, Phil Stone, Marilyn Zaleon. 

Webmaster: Adam Gaus  For additonal Nottingham information, visit the PTSO (FACES) web 

site: www.nottinghamptso.org 

The Syracuse City School District is committed to equal opportunity in employment, admission, 

and treatment for all qualified individuals without unlawful regard to race, color, creed, national 

origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, veteran status, or any other basis 

as prohibited by Federal or New York State law. 

 

Nottingham Connection Policy in regard to sharing information:  

Requests from alumni asking to be connected with former classmates will be forwarded to the 

former classmate(s) who can decide whether to respond to the person making the request. 

Class lists will be shared with reunion committees upon request. Alumni information is not sold 

to or shared with any outside group. In special circumstances and after due deliberation, the ed-

itorial board may share some alumni information with  

 Nottingham High School. 
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Rod got his start at WOLF radio (1963), after coming 

home from the Army. He was an MP serving during 

the Berlin Wall and Cuban Missile crises.   When his 

voice was considered “too mature” to work as a disc 

jockey, he tried news instead.  He worked for other 

stations later; WNDR, (WHEN with Ron Curtis), 

WHEN/TV. Wood entered the field of TV news and 

joined WIXT (now WSYR-TV channel 9) in 1976.  

    Rod works an 11 hour day and is on air at 5 p.m., 

5:30 p.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m.  Rod and Carrie Laza-

rus (WSYR-TV News Channel 9 anchor team) were 

inducted into the New York State Broadcasters As-

sociation Hall of Fame in 2011.  Rod mentors in-

terns, helps others get jobs, and says he is an old man “working with a sea of 22 year 

olds!” 

   Rod is a father of five grown children and is a grandfather of eight.  He and his wife, Nan-

ette, live in the Valley neighborhood.  Rod grew up on the Eastside and lived on Miles 

Ave., and walked to school, of course.  His given name is Roderic Woodruff Groat:  Rod 

Wood is his theatrical/professional name.  His brothers Hall and John Ellery, his sister  

Priscilla, and Rod all attended Nottingham High School. 

   Rod’s mother, Irene Groat, was a secretary at SU’s Drama Department, where Rod got 

his start in TV with Syracuse University’s Children's’ Theater. He vividly remembers playing 

the part of Pinocchio. He also participated in summer stock with the Fayetteville Theater 

group.  His father, Romaine Groat, died when Rod was 12 years old.  Rod remembers go-

ing to Edward Smith Elementary School until 1953, then T. Aaron Levy in the Fall semes-

ter, and then to Nottingham High (Christmas 1953?).   He got his GED in the Army (and 

courses with the GI Bill).  Otherwise, he said his NHS graduation class would have been 

around 1959. 

   Rod has fond (and fun) memories of his early years.  In 1
st
 or 2

nd
 grade his teachers con-

tacted his parents, concerned by his drawing of a robin with four legs.  During questioning, 

Rod replied that the robin “needed more structural integrity”.  At a dance at Ed Smith (8
th
 

grade?) he did a comedy routine in which he performed by mimicking almost everyone in 

the school. 

   Friendships with Peter Palumb, Fred Jackson, Pete DeSilvia, Mickey Hare and many 

others are still important in his life.  Rod tells the story of wanting to go into theater and tell-

ing two friends, Dick Snyder and Peter Cavanaugh, who were doing radio at the time.  

When Rod said he’d like to try radio, and asked these two what to tell them (in the inter-

views), they replied “Tell them you’re God’s gift to radio!”  Rod also recalled a neighbor 

Rod Wood cont 
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Nottingham Retiree 

 

One teacher retired in 2013: 

Ray Sturge, instrumental music 

Best wishes to Ray in his retirement! Ray was a very dedicated 

teacher, he did great things with the Nottingham Music  program 

and he will be fondly remembered.  

       

Eastside stores “Wittig’s” and “Pop Welch’s” were frequented in his youth.  

“Wittig’s”, he recalls, was a “class store”, and in “Pop Welch’s” (with pinball, 

spittoons, and 15 cent draft beer) in 1958, with 25 cents to his name, Rod won 

$10.00 playing pinball. He enjoyed Friday, Saturday and Sunday breakfast at 

“Wittig’s” with his winnings! 

 Memories of Nottingham bring out his pride in his school and his experi-

ences.  He remembers Principal Emmett P. Kane (“Pat”) lecturing him after he 

was accused of throwing snowballs.  Rod responded, “Thanks, I needed that 

lecture.”  Names of NHS staff come to mind:  Fran Durkin, Hortense Grewe 

(office secretary), John J. Dixon, George Mulligan (Social Studies?), Dennis 

O’Neill (Guidance), John “Jerry” Sackett (Music). . . 

 In recent Nottingham history connected to Rod is his daughter, Rebecca Groat, 

who was a teacher and administrator at NHS for a few years.  She is currently the principal at the 

Expeditionary Learning Middle School of SCS District. Becky recalls how proud Rod was that she 

was teaching and working at Nottingham High.  He would often ask her, “How are things at dear 

old Nottingham?”  Rod is also very proud that he can still sing the Nottingham Alma Mater (by 

Richmond Gale, 1933) and hopes it will continue to be sung!  He sings it every time NHS is men-

tioned!  (He may even sing it while riding his motorcycle.  Who knows?) 

 Rod has earned many congratulations and continues to make our Nottingham proud.  His 

hard work, loyalty and success speak well for him and our school community. 

 

Sources: 

syracuse.com and Katrina Tulloch  

CNYRadio.com 

CNYTVNews.com 

NewsChannel 9 WSYR Syracuse 

1955 
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Basil Anastassiou (’81), 
filmmaker 
 

Basil Anastassiou (’81) has co-
directed and produced a film 
called “BALLIN' AT THE GRAVE-
YARD: Life and Basketball at 
One American Park”, which had 
its Syracuse area premiere Sept. 
20 - 26, 2013, at the Manlius Art 
Cinema. 
 
The film is a gritty, eye-opening 
look at the longstanding summer 
weekend pickup basketball game at Albany's Washington Park- aka, “the Graveyard.” The 
film explores the intricate culture of urban pickup basketball and its players, knocking down 
stereotypes, challenging assumptions and offering a perspective on African American men 
– as fathers, mentors and community-minded leaders – that is all but ignored by today's 
media. 
 
The "Graveyard" is a special place - a raucous, wonderful community full of entertaining 
and surprising men who present rough, rowdy exteriors, but have big hearts. And while the 
Graveyard is in Albany, this story could easily take place at a park in Syracuse, Rochester, 
Cleveland or Spokane. It's a universal story. 
 
Film website and trailer: www.ballinatthegraveyard.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BallinAtTheGraveyard 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/GraveyardBallin 

WEDDINGS 

Kari Egerbrecht (’97) and Brian Jessmore were married on October 21, 2012, in Syracuse.  

 

Cassandra Greene (‘93) married Hosea Hanslip (‘92) on October 29, 2012 

 

Jennifer Reed (Carter)'02 married Travis Reed on 8/3/13 

 

Ramy Saba ‘03 married Maggie Madback they currently live in her home coun-

try Israel.\ 

 

Mena Solomon (Shepherd) '89 married Anthony Solomon in 2013 

 

http://www.ballinatthegraveyard.com
http://www.facebook.com/BallinAtTheGraveyard
https://twitter.com/#!/GraveyardBallin
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Faces of Nottingham 

   This is the second year for FACES of 

Nottingham a new form of the old PTSO 

format that now brings Family members, 

Alumni and Community members into 

close cooperation with Educators and 

Students; thus the acronym “FACES.” In 

this way all the members of the commu-

nity are invited and encouraged to be 

part of an effort. If you think this is unu-

sual you are right. Developed by a mixed 

group of community members we have 

been unable to find a similar organiza-

tion anywhere else. Rather than being 

discouraged by this the Nottingham 

community has used it to develop several new efforts that benefit from the strengths of all the 

groups. 

   During the past year FACES of Nottingham all five groups have supported local community mem-

bers who developed a 12 step landscaping project. Already the first three steps have been achieved 

and the school grounds are beginning to take on the look of a lush garden. Likewise a series of Cof-

fee Houses activities sprang up morphing into the “Ham Jam” where ‘Ham students played at local 

stores, college centers and a Senior Citizen home. This year the evening activities will include an 

Improv night, a Poetry reading and a trivia night. FACES of Nottingham has supported many teacher 

led activities with mini-grants and special funding for efforts which included national and International 

competitions. We have worked closely with the alumni group, The Nottingham Connection; the Ath-

letic Booster club; the School theater groups “FANS,” the music department, the Meadowbrook gar-

deners and many other school and community organizations. Our members started the Brick sale 

that gives all of our members and alumni a chance to remember friends and family while contributing 

to the ongoing growth of a strong, vibrant school community. We put a TV monitor in the cafeteria for 

the airing of daily events and special videos on sporting, theater and other events. We are support-

ing the rebirth of the TV studio and are placing new signs in the hallways. We are working closely 

with experts in Social Media from SU on a Social media initiative that will include workshops on the 

use, dangers of and career possibilities of social media. These will be open to students, staff, fami-

lies, community members. Alumni and anyone interested. During all of this we have in one year, in-

corporated are currently awaiting Non-Profit status and we’ve installed a Paypal button. We have 

worked closely with and are the beneficiaries of the annual “Wall of Fame” event that honors past 

Nottingham students who have made their mark in many different ways in our world today. 

   We are also there for you. We don’t just want financial contributions we want and value your ideas, 

your thoughts, your efforts. If you want more information visit our website at  

http://www.nottinghamptso.org/  or contact FACES facilitator  

Paul Harvey at luludoodah@aol.com or 1(315)247-4420.  
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Fearless Leader of Nottingham Alumni Connection, Grace 

Flusche, Retires 

By Margaret Lanzendorf Kramer (’68) 

 

   Some time around 1994 Grace Flusche had two sons at Nottingham High 

School (Darren, class of 1997 and Mark, class of 1996) and an idea.  She 

shared her idea with NHS Librarian, Judy Gray, and English Teacher, Hetty 

Gingold.  They all collaborated on this idea of connecting NHS alumni who had interests in ways to 

support Nottingham staff and students.  A newsletter called “The Nottingham Alumni Connection” was 

started.  The purpose of this newsletter was to inform alumni about happenings at Nottingham, con-

nect alumni to each other through class reunion information, share memories of high school years and 

propose ways of supporting their alma mater. 

   The Nottingham Alumni Connection Committee was formed and Grace became the Chairperson.  At 

the beginning no one knew if this venture would be successful but the efforts of the volunteers made 

the newsletter effective and appreciated by alumni and the Nottingham community.  As Chairperson, 

Grace coordinated meetings, set agendas, wrote and sent out meeting minutes, contributed ideas and 

often hosted meetings at her home.  Eventually technological assistance was added when Adam 

Gaus (class of 1948) created the website for the “Connection”. 

   When Grace and her husband Mike, had their sons at Nottingham, they attended many plays 

(Darren and Mark performed in the technical “techies” department).  They also cheered at sporting 

events and supported teachers and the PTSO organization.  Over the many years since, they have 

hosted and mentored students from other countries (especially through the Catholic Charities Refugee 

program) and have helped foreign born students attending NHS. 

   Grace Ball Flusche was born on a farm in Staffordshire, England, U.K. Her high school graduation 

class was made up of 12 students!  Grace first came to the United States in 1967 to visit an English 

boyfriend who proposed to her at Niagara Falls!  She agreed to live in America.  She began working 

for Child and Family Services in Syracuse.  The relationship ended and in 1973 she met Michael 

Flusche and they married in 1974. They spent their first year together in England, where quite by coin-

cidence, Michael had arranged an exchange with a professor at Sheffield University, U.K.       

   Returning to the U.S. in 1975, Mike worked at Syracuse University as a history professor and later 

as Associate Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs.  Grace started at Transitional Living Services in 

1975 and enjoyed a 30 year career there, retiring in 2006.  Neighborhood volunteering (Westcott Cul-

tural Fair, for example), family gatherings and world travel are also important to Grace and Mike. 

   Our Nottingham community has benefitted greatly from Grace’s organizational skills, people skills, 

patience and dedication.  She retired from the Nottingham Alumni Connection committee in 2013 after 

almost 20 years of participation.  Our committee members will miss her presence and will always val-

ue her friendship.   

   Enjoy all your new endeavors, Grace, and thank you for all of your effort on behalf of our Nottingham 

past, present and future.  
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From The Mailbag 
From the Editors: We love to hear from you. Please send us your comments and memories. 

The 1930’s 

From Warren Rossell (’39): While attending Nottingham I lived on Cambridge St. and Ann 

[Ann Kinney Rossell (’47) dec.] lived on Milnor Ave. We never knew each other until we met 

working in Syracuse years later. I was a director at WSYR-TV and Ann performed a half 

hour show for W.T. Grant Store on WGN-TV. Of course I was 7 years older. Just celebrated 

my 90
th
 birthday last year. We have 4 children and 10 grandchildren. 

My favorite teachers were Jerry Sackett, Music; Mrs. Smith, English; Ella Caffrey Kelly, Ger-

man; and Miss McBurney, Latin. 

I attended Nottingham for Junior High 12:30 to 4:45pm and Senior HIgh 8:30am to 12:20pm. 

Parents would never stand for this today, but these were Depression Years. 

 

The 1940’s 

David Moyer (Luebbermann) (’47) writes: The 2013 issue of the Nottingham Connection had 

a brief note from a classmate of mine, Carol Menapace Clise (’47), which is the first letter 

from a 1947 grad since the one from Joseph Belth in the 2010 Nottingham Connection. 

“Joe” was in the January 1947 graduating class (I was in the June 1947 one), but I remem-

ber him well and had intended to write a follow-up letter, but never got to it. As both he and 

Carol mentioned, our class has sadly had only one reunion, the 50
th
 in 1997 (which they 

both attended), thanks mainly to Bob Attridge who organized the well-attended fun event. I 

really wish we could have another while some of us are still alive and well! We had a band 

from our era that provided the entertainment and one faculty member in attendance, our 

wonderful French teacher, Miss Murtaugh, who shared teaching duties with Miss Huckans. I 

also remember our dreaded English  teacher, Miss Bush, our wonderful history teacher, 

Miss Sherwood, Miss Kappesser who taught German, Miss Roberts, one of our two Latin 

teachers (Miss McBurney was the other), Mr. Button, the math teacher, and my favorite, 

Mrs. Hadlock, who was in charge of the Drama Club (D’Tasea) and of course, our principal, 

Harold Coon. 

I stayed in Syracuse for a few years after graduation working at a local bank and appearing 

in several plays for the Community Theater of Syracuse. But having gotten the acting “bug” 

as it were, I left Syracuse to work in a summer stock company in Pennsylvania using the 

name David Moyer (it fits better on the marquee!) instead of David Luebbermann. For pro-

fessional reasons, I have been David Moyer (my mother’s maiden name) ever since. From 

there, I moved to New York and spent the next few years at odd jobs and making the 

“rounds” (as we used to call them) of the theatrical agents.  

        Cont... 
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I took acting classes and appeared in a lot of Off-Broadway shows, did movie and TV “extra” 

work and more summer stock over the next few years with a brief sojourn in Los Angeles mak-

ing the “rounds” there and taking classes at Los Angeles Community College. 

I returned to New York after not setting the glamorous world of Hollywood(!) on fire and a few 

years later took an extended trip to Egypt, Greece and Italy with friends, which revived my 

youthful dream of becoming an archaeologist. Hoping to pursue that dream, I enrolled in the 

City University of New York with Hunter College as my “home” college where I took ancient 

history courses and French, Spanish and German language courses, among others. With the 

help of someold credits from Los Angeles and my matching theatrical experience, I managed 

to accrue enough to graduate summa cum laude with a BA in Egyptology and archaeology, 

which had become my new “passion”. I then began teaching adult education courses in Egypt 

and all the other ancient civilizations at New York University, Marymount Manhattan College, 

Long Island University, the Adult School of Montclair, NJ, and other local institutions. 

In subsequent years, I made several more trips to Egypt (to which I also led group tours) and 

then started traveling around the United States giving lectures on ancient Egypt to Egyptologi-

cal groups. I’m a member of several professional Egyptological societies and have been writ-

ing a column on Egyptological news around the world for the past twenty years for a magazine 

aimed at both professional and lay readers titled Kmt: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt. In 

addition to my archaeological interests, I am also a Wizard of Oz fan, an L. Frank Baum/Oz 

historian and a recognized expert on his life and writings, especially on his and his wife’s 

“grand tour” of Egypt in 1906. As you may know, he was born in nearby Chittenango, NY, 

which celebrates his life with an annual Oz festival in June that draws up to 25,000 people and 

which I attend every year. I was the recipient of the L. Frank Baum Memorial Award for 2006 

given by the International Wizard of Oz Club (founded in 1957) to which I have belonged for 

many years. Well, enough of my life for now, but should any former classmates wish to contact 

me, my email address is davidmoyer1@verizon.net 

 

The 1950’s 

Richard P. Dale (’56) writes: My personal strongest remembrance actually involved ninth 

grade at Levy (10
th
, 11

th
, and 12

th
 were then spent at the new Nottingham). I had a history 

teacher Miss (Mrs.?) Foertch. After coming from Charles Andrews I was so excited about 

meeting many new classmates (and girls) from Ed Smith that I could not stop talking.  

       

             Cont.. 

From The Mailbag  

mailto:davidmoyer1@verizon.net
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The 1950’s cont... 

 

Because of my talking, within the first or second class day I was relegated to a seat by myself 

on a raised platform at the back of the room. I spent the entiore semester back there. When 

the second semester rolled around, I was again assigned to Miss Foertch. Sure enough, within 

one or two days I was again relegated back to the stage area. Of all my remembrances, that is 

the strongest and quite honestly Miss Foertch is about the only teacher’s name that I can re-

member. It does leave me with two questions. I have no idea what grade I got for those two 

semesters. I suspect those records are no longer available. The other question was whether I 

was the only one that was awarded that “special treatment” or whether other students received 

similar treatment. Maybe the stage was just a good ploy to teach the students who was in con-

trol. As I remember, she was a very good teacher. I did survive Nottingham and got an engi-

neering degree from Duke University, worked for Dupont for 32 years and also played a lot of 

golf, being a member of the Maryland Interclub Senior Golf Association for 16 years, including 

4 years on the Board of Directors. 

  

The 1960’s 

From Joanne Bodow Brandt (’67): All is well with the Bodow and Rudolph families. Again 

spending this summer in the Berkshires - seeing Andy and Peggy Matlow quite often. 

 

The 1990’s 

Lisa DeBenedictis Nelson (’92) writes: I look forward to and enjoy every edition of this great 

newsletter. I recently read about Christopher Williams’ success in the dance world… my 

strongest memories of Chris are of waiting quietly for my piano lesson in the church where our 

lessons were held. For years, my lesson was just after his; though clearly his paid off way 

more than mine did. My musical talent is pretty much limited to singing (off-key) in the car with 

my 5-year-old daughter. 

I also have memories of Principal Maynard (Dave, to me, then) picking me up, along with a few 

other swimmers, for early morning practice over the summer at Schiller Park. So glad to see 

him at the helm. 

I don’t make it home to Syracuse very often - it’s a long trip from Boise, Idaho - but it is so fun 

to see all the successes of current and former students chronicled in one place. Keep ‘em 

coming! 
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*NOTE: Nottingham High School always values alumni concern and donations and is grateful for the resources these provide 

each year. Due to changes in the Syracuse City School District policies concerning extra-curricular funds, the Nottingham Con-

nection has been unable to provide teacher grants for 2014 as of press time. We are currently working towards using our funds 

for projects, resources and needs of our students and staff by modifying our procedures to accommodate district changes. In-

formation about the results of this effort will  be in our next issue. 

2013 Treasurers Report 

 

 Balance on 12/31/12 (corrected and updated) $8,581.72                                

 

Total donations in 2013    $5,084.39   

                                                          

 Publishing expenses in 2013  $337.69 

                                                                         

Other expenses in 2013   $52.04 

                                                                            

Grants to teachers in 2013  $3,573.67                                                                                                                                                                       

  

Total expenses in 2013  $3,963.40 

 

Balance on 12/31/13    $9,702.71   

Nottingham senior Symone Campbell and Christopher Benitez appeared on the Channel 9 morn-

ing show “Bridge Street” on October 23
rd

 to talk about Nottingham's Multicultural Festival and the 

donation to Make-A-Wish. They were honoring Parisa Pourpeshzek and Veronica Claire,  

former Nottingham Make-A-Wish Recipients.  



12 

Peter Robson’s Reflections on Nottingham  

and Beyond 

 

My name is Peter Robson. I am a proud member of the class 

of 1985. I happened to be the class President, but I was a bet-

ter leader than student. Many of my teachers likely questioned 

my academic abilities, yet they supported me. I was encour-

aged, hassled, pressured, pushed, and even confronted by my 

teachers..... but they all stood proudly and congratulated me 

when we, the class of ’85, crossed the  stage. I speak again on 

behalf of my fellow students. We had amazing teachers, in-

credible friends, committed families and loved ones, that sup-

ported us, encouraged us, and applauded us. They gifted us 

with memories that have lasted my lifetime. They "bought up" the opportunities that so 

many easily dismissed and made our high school years glorious. I was closer to the people 

at Nottingham High School than any other living souls that I've known. I'm reflecting back 

on my youth, and I am truly thankful that my years in Syracuse prepared me for a life of ad-

venture. I've been an educator for 23 years and I can't honestly say that I would encourage 

any of our bright young stars to consider this profession right now.... too much chaos, ha-

tred and abuse, from inside and out, for most to consider battling. When the shortage of 

teachers is as pressing as the shortage of nurses and doctors, we'll see some common 

sense and balance restored to a once proud profession. I love my students, love the 

chance to influence the future and affect change, but hate the political tennis match being 

played out with our children. When a test result determines the "value" that a child or teach-

er can add to our society, we've lost the creativity and freedoms that make our nation great. 

The measuring stick is now performance, rather than wisdom... which is using what we 

know, well. I may never have been a teacher at all if I'd faced a test like our current gradu-

ates are dealing with. Licensing of teachers is no longer determined by faculty, master 

teachers or effectively relaying information. It is determined by a "one size fits all" test. So 

much for differentiation of learning styles, learning profiles or proficiency exams... it comes 

down to bubble marks on a scantron form. You may not agree with me, but I refuse to be-

lieve that the creative men and women that I work with.... the professionals... in the field 

came up with this idea!! I'd like to personally take this opportunity to thank my teachers 

from Percy Hughes Elementary School, Levy Jr. High, and Nottingham High School for pre-

paring me for a future that I could never have imagined!!  

Commander Peter E. Robson  Rochester Challenger Learning Center  

Bathysphere Underwater Biological Laboratory  

Green Machine Solar Research Vehicle  

Adjunct Faculty - St. John Fisher College  

International Pinnacle Award for interactive programming 
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Class of 63 Reunion 

by Ann Deutsch Prowda 

 

The class of '63 celebrated its 50th reunion the weekend of September 20-22, 2013.  It began with 

an afternoon visit to NHS, where we dedicated two trees: one in memory of our deceased class-

mates, and one in honor of our teachers and administrators.  The service was led by The Reverend 

William Redfield,  the brother of Caroline (Lindy) Redfield Greene, one of our classmates who has 

passed away.  This was followed by a tour of the school which began at the main entrance where 

we admired the stunning hand painted mural that our class sponsored.  We also stopped by the li-

brary to see how our second class gift would be put to good use, a seating area where students can 

work collaboratively.  Our third gift is a portable snack bar to be used in the school gym.  That even-

ing, many of us met at the ALFA Restaurant, which used to be the old Tecumseh Club, better known 

as T.C. 

   On Saturday, we enjoyed a cruise and lunch on Skaneateles Lake. That night, 145 of us (plus 

guests) had dinner and an evening of memories at the Cavalry Club. 

   The culmination of this wonderfully memorable reunion was a brunch on Sunday morning at the 

Embassy Suites,  where many of us stayed during the weekend. 

   I heard from so many of my classmates that Bill Redfield's remarks set a very special tone for this 

milestone event.  Fifty years ago, our differences may have seemed important to us, but now we ap-

preciate these differences and relish the wonderful connections and warm memories, and we had 

SO MUCH FUN! 

Bulldog Booster Club Golf Outing & Fundraiser  

The Bulldog Booster Club of Nottingham High School is sponsoring a golf 

outing to raise money for their athletic programs.  This event will take place 

on Saturday, June 21, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Orchard Vali Golf Club; 

4693 Cherry Valley Turnpike, Lafayette, N.Y.  13084. Register your four-

some now! Captain & Crew $75.00 per golfer; this includes 18 holes of golf, 

cart, snacks and dinner. Win cash and prizes from raffles and contests. In 

addition, we are seeking sponsors for the 18 hole course. Donation:$100/

hole 

$150 for holes 1, 10 & 18 

With your donation, a sign will be placed at that particular hole(s) with the 

name of your company or organization.  Checks should be made payable to:  Nottingham 

Booster Club. For more details, please contact Greg Jones at (315) 435-6262 (w), (315) 378-

8493(C), or hambball@gmail.com. 

All proceeds benefit Nottingham Athletics 
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Class of 73 Reunion 

by George Skandalis 

 

The Class of 1973 held its reunion the weekend of August 2 and 3, 2013. Details previously ap-

peared in the 2013 edition of The Nottingham Connection. About 130 people attended (90 grads) for 

an evening of coctails at Faegan’s Café and Pub on August 2, and a buffet dinner with open bar at 

the Palace Theater DiBella Ballroom. We had several “first timers,” and our group came from Califor-

nia, Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma, Florida, Kentucky, Virginia, Ohio, as well as various other states in 

the northeast. 

 

John Dellas of Faegan’s set aside the restaurant for our use, and generously provided additional 

food and appetizers, beyond those that we ordered. We had the restaurant nearly filled by 7:00pm, 

with few leaving before midnight, and many staying beyond. 

 

The next day we were hosted by Michael Heagerty of the Palace Theater. The cost of the event in-

cluded carving stations, hot appetizers, open bar and desserts for the evening. A video compilation 

of photographs provided by graduates and from the yearbook was displayed on the big screen, 

viewed from the balcony. The event was scheduled from 7 to 10:30pm, but most stayed well beyond. 

 

On Sunday, there was an informal breakfast gathering at Wegmans, followed by a tour of the high 

school conducted by the current principal, David Maynard. Approximately $150 was collected by the 

graduates and delivered to Mr. Maynard for the school’s discretionary fund. 

 

The balance of the money collected from the graduates, $293.39, was donated to The Nottingham 

Connection to support its work. 

 

Grant Appreciation 

 

From Gwendalyn Raeford, Forensic Science Teacher: 

Thank you all for your support of my Forensics classes. The kits on sub-

stances (powders) were a huge success. They loved the lab!! I appreciate 

the financial help in building up my labs here at Nottingham. 




































































